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Genocide Treaty 


The genocide treaty has moved one step nearer to 
Senate action with the favorable recommendation of 
the Special Subcommittee which has been holding 
hearings (see TrENps, October 17, 1949). 

The announcement was made at a press confer- 
ence on April 12 by Senator McMahon (D., Conn.), 
chairman of the five-man Subcommittee appointed 
by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Other 
members are Senators 
Hickenlooper (R,, 
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Unfinished Business 


One piece of legislation to show United States 
support of the United Nations has been “unfinished 
business” in the U. S. Congress for more than three 
years. It is United States approval of the General 
Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the 
U.N., adopted by the General Assembly in 1946. All 
U.N. members were asked by the Assembly to ap- 
prove it by their own constitutional processes. 

So far 36 nations have 


Iowa), Lodge (R., 
Mass.), Pepper (D., 
Fla.) and Thomas (D., 
Utah). The formal re- 
port will be published 
shortly and the next 
step is to be a full Com- 
mittee to report to the 
Senate. A two-thirds 
vote of the Senate is re- 
quired for ratification. 


“Rour 
Understandings” 


HEAR ABOUT THE U.N.— 


over your radio. A number of good programs on 
the United Nations and the specialized agencies are 
now being broadcast. Check your local stations to 
see when they are carried. 


MEMO FROM LAKE SUCCESS—Columbia Broad- 
casting System, Saturdays, 6:15 p.m. (E.S.T.) 


U.N. TODAY—Heard over 150 stations coast to coast, 
Monday through Friday. 


U.N. STORY—Heard over 400 stations in key cities, 
coast to coast. 
Documentary Series 
AMERICA UNITED—National Broadcasting Com- 


given their approval. 
The leading countries 
which have yet to do so 
are the United States 
and the Soviet Union. 
While the Senate ap- 
proved the Convention 
in 1947, the House did 
not act. Therefore ac- 
tion is now needed in 
both Houses of this 
Congress. 


What the 


Convention Is 


The Subcommittee pany 
recommends that the May 7—W.H.O. 
United States ratify the 
treaty with four “under- 
standings” which, it be- 
lieves, will dispel many 
of the fears of the op- 
ponents of the treaty. 
The “understandings” 
are: 

1. That the crime of genocide as defined in the 
treaty must involve intent to harm an entire group 
of persons or a substantial portion of such a group. 
Some opponents of the treaty have said that lynch- 
ings might be considered genocide; with this under- 
standing, they could not. 

2. That mental harm as referred to in the treaty 
means “physical permanent injury to mental facul- 
ties’. Some witnesses maintained that mental harm 
was too vague a term, subject to many interpreta- 
tions. (Continued on page 2) 


May 7—V. E. Day 
June 18—Trusteeship 
July 16—UNESCO 


June 18—Atomic Energy 
July 9—International Bank 


PURSUIT OF PEACE—Mutual Broadcasting System 


September 10—Technical Aid 


The Convention out- 
lines certain privileges 
and immunities from 
national laws that are to 
be accorded to United 
Nations personnel in all 
member countries. 
Many of these privi- 
leges are similar to the 
special treatment tradi- 
tionally given to diplomatic personnel in Embassies 
and Legations throughout the world. The Con- 
vention also provides that U.N. property shall be 
tax-free and immune from search or seizure. 

Most of the provisions in the Convention are also 
provided in the U.N. Headquarters Agreement be- 
tween the U. S. government and the United Nations, 
which was approved by Congress in 1947. There- 
fore the actual operation of the United Nations has 
not been seriously hindered because of the failure of 
the U.S. to act. There are (Continued on page 2) 


GENOCIDE TREATY—Continued 


3. That “complicity in genocide” means actually 
aiding and abetting the commission of the crime. 
Again there have been fears of loose interpretation 
of this term. 

4. That the United States has the right to ratify 
the genocide treaty as part of its Constitutional power 
to define and punish offenses against international 
law; and that it in no way abridges the “traditional 
jurisdiction of the states.” Some critics have main- 
tained that under the treaty the federal government 
would enter into the province of states’ rights. 

The Subcommittee also points out that the ques- 
tion of an international tribunal to hear genocide 
cases is a separate issue to be decided in the future. 
Under the treaty, punishment of offenders is left up 
to each nation under its own national laws. 


STILL NEEDED! 


40 more Representatives to sign the Kennedy 


discharge petition to bring D. C. home rule bill 


to the floor of the House. 
sentative signed? 


Has your repre- 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS—Continued 


two main reasons however that U. S. approval of 
the Convention is needed in addition to the Head- 
quarters Agreement: (1) to get uniformity in the 
relationship between the United Nations and all its 
member states, and to create a common body of 
international law; and (2) to avoid a serious blow 
to the prestige of the United Nations which would 
result if the United States, as host nation to the U.N., 
failed to agree. 


Security Issue 


Probably one reason for the delay has been the 
security factor. There has been some objection that 
granting privileges and immunities to the United 
Nations might allow U.N. employees to carry on 
subversive activities in the United States. Actually 
the security question is dealt with mainly in the 
Headquarters Agreement, which provides that the 
U. S. may take whatever measures are necessary to 
protect its own security. It is also specified that the 
Headquarters Agreement would prevail in case of 
conflict between its provisions and those of the Con- 
vention. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION * 


Displaced Persons (H. R. 4567 *): Conferees are expected 
to meet on or about April 24 to iron out differences between 
Senate and House versions of this bill. Senate conferees are: 
Senators McCarran, Kilgore, O’Conor, Ferguson and Wiley. 
House conferees have not yet been named. 


European Recovery Program (S. 3304 *): This bill is now 
on the Senate floor, having been reported out by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee authorizing the full $2,950 
million requested. The House has passed its authorization 
bill, cutting the amount by $200 million. 


International Trade Organization (H. J. Res. 236 *): 
Hearings on this measure before the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee began on April 19, 1950. They are expected to 
continue through the first week in May. No bill has yet 
been introduced in the Senate. 


U. N. Agencies (H. J. Res. 334 *): This measure to increase 
authorization of U. S. contributions to the International 
Labor Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
and the World Health Organization has still not been re- 
turned to the floor of the House for vote. 


Federal Aid to Education: The House Education and 
Labor Committee is now expected to take up consideration 
of the Burke teachers’ salary bill (H. R. 5939) and school 
construction legislation about May 1. The League-supported 
bill, S. 246, was voted down by the Committee. 


Electoral College (H. J. Res. 2 and S. J. Res. 2): The 
House Rules Committee voted March 10 against granting a 
rule to H. J. Res. 2. Voting against the Resolution were: 
Representatives Sabath, Madden, McSweeney, Delaney, 
Allen, Brown and Wadsworth. Voting for were: Repre- 
sentatives Cox, Smith, Lyle and Herter. S. J. Res. 2 is still 
before the Rules Committee. 


Equal Rights Amendment (S. J. Res. 25 + and H. J. Res. 
68 t+): These proposed amendments and the Status of 
Women bill have been referred to Subcommittee #3 of the 
House Judiciary Committee. Members are: Representatives 
Byrne, N.Y., Chm.; Lane, Mass.; Denton, Ind.; Frazier, 
Tenn.; Jennings, Tenn.; and Keating, N.Y. Mrs. St. George 
has filed a Discharge Petition to bring her measure, H. J. 
Res. 68, directly to the floor of the House. 


Genocide Convention (Executive 0): A Subcommittee of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee voted April 12, 
1950, to report this treaty favorably to the full Committee. 


“Point Four”: In its omnibus foreign aid bill (H. R. 7797) 
the House included an authorization for technical aid to 
underdeveloped countries but cut the amount from $45 mil- 
lion to $25 million. The Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee has approved an amendment to its ERP bill (S. 3304 *) 
which would authorize the full $45 million for this phase of 
the Point Four program. 


* Indicates League Support. 
+ Indicates League Opposition. 


